	STUDENT’S CARD # 1

(3 – 3,5 MINUTES)

Give a short talk on the topic “My native city – Chelyabinsk”
Remember to discuss the following:

· What you from the history of Chelyabinsk 

· Chelyabinsk as industrial center of Russia, its problems

· Cultural and educational life of the city
· Why you like/dislike your native city

You have to talk for 1,5 – 2 minutes.

The teacher will listen until you have finished.

Then she will ask you some questions.
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Chelyabinsk is my native [‘neitiv] city because I was born in it and now I live here. Chelyabinsk is situated in one of the most picturesque parts of Russia – in the Urals. The ancient Urals aren’t very high, but they are famous for their unique beauty. The history of Chelyabinsk goes back to the 18th century. It was founded on the 13th of September 1736 by Colonel Tevkelev as a small fortress on the right bank of the Miass River in the place of a small Bashkir village which name it took. In the 19th century Chelyabinsk was a small provincial town. According to the census of 1897 the population of Chelyabinsk was only 19,831 people. It was a god-forsaken place with dirty streets and shabby wooden houses. In 1897 the Trans-Siberian railway was built through Chelyabinsk giving the town an impulse for its further development as a merchant town on the cross roads of the trade ways from Europe to Asia. The speedy growth of Chelyabinsk began in the 30s when major industrial enterprises began to be built here. In the grim years of the Great Patriotic war Chelyabinsk turned into a mighty military center of the front. Modern Chelyabinsk has changed beyond recognition. Now it’s a great industrial city and an important cultural centre. Its seven large districts house more than a million inhabitants. The production of about a hundred plants and factories is well-known both in our country and abroad. On the other hand, the city’s heavy industry creates lots of ecological problems that the city-dwellers come across practically every day. The centre of the city is a quiet residential area. A few trolley-bus stops and you find yourself in Gagarin Park. Not many cities can boats of a rich pine forest within a couple kilometers of the central square. The shopping area stretches along Lenin Avenue, Kirov Street and nearby blocks. At every turn you can find dozens of small shops with a variety of goods. The biggest department store is the Trade Centre, of course. Nowadays Chelyabinsk has become a great cultural center of the South Ural. Chelyabinsk has old theatrical traditions. Its Drama Theatre, whose original building catches your eye at Revolution Square, Chamber Theatre, Students’ Theatre “Mannequin”, Puppet Theatre are known far outside the city. Chelyabinsk has a splendid Organ Hall with one of the best instruments in the country, our Opera House and a concert hall. If you are interested in art you can visit various exhibitions both of local and world-famous artists. The city is growing daily. Modern high apartment houses are build every year, churches and historical places are being restored. Chelyabinsk is comparatively young and open to further progress and it’s becoming more attractive and convenient for living with every passing year. It is known that Chelyabinsk is the capital of the South Ural. My favorite place is (our “Kirovka”, the Circus, etc.) … because … . In 2011 my city (to celebrate) the 275th anniversary. (I am proud of my city and love it very much!) 


